CHAPTER IV
.ESTHETICS
A PORTION of Schopenhauer's system by which Its pessimism is considerably mitigated is his theory of the Beautiful and of Fine Art. The characteristic of aesthetic contemplation Is, he finds, that intellect throws off the yoke and subsists purely for Itself as clear mirror of the world, free from all subjection to practical purposes of the will. In this state of freedoms temporary painlessness is attained.
The theory starts from his adaptation of the Platonic Ideas. Regarded purely as an aesthetic theory, it departs from Plato, as he notes; for, with the later Platonists, who took up the defence of poetic myths and of the Imitative arts as against their master, he holds that Art penetrates to the general Idea through the particular, and hence that the work of art Is no mere ' copy of a copy.' The difference of the Idea from the Concept Is that it Is not merely abstract and D                          49